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THE ORIGINS OF ANZAC DAY ARE WELL KNOWN – AT DAWN ON 25 APRIL 1915, THE FIRST 
ANZAC TROOPS LANDED AT GALLIPOLI, BEGINNING A CAMPAIGN THAT WAS TO LAST 34 
WEEKS AND COST OVER 8,700 AUSTRALIAN LIVES. IT WAS NOT UNTIL APRIL 30 THAT THE 
HOBART MERCURY REPORTED THAT AUSTRALIAN PRIME MINISTER ANDREW FISHER HAD 
ANNOUNCED: “SOME DAYS AGO THE AUSTRALIAN WAR EXPEDITIONARY FORCES WERE 
TRANSFERRED FROM EGYPT TO THE DARDANELLES. THEY HAVE SINCE LANDED.”
So on April 26, when Florence Elizabeth 
James-Wallace joined the Australian Army 
Nursing Service (AANS) in Brisbane, she 
would not have known about the Gallipoli 
campaign, nor about the role she was to 
play in it. Aged 29, her enlistment papers 
describe her as being 5’ 1¼” tall, with a 
dark complexion, brown hair and hazel 
eyes. Florence was posted to the No. 3 
Australian General Hospital (3AGH).
Three days after Florence enlisted, Albert 
William Savage joined the AIF. Born in 
England, but living in Sydney, Albert gave his 
occupation as photographer. His enlistment 
papers show that he was 25 years old, 5’ 
7” tall, with a dark complexion, brown hair 
and blue eyes. Deemed unfit for active duty 
due to poor eyesight, he was appointed to 
3AGH as a private. 
Both Florence and Albert sailed from 
Sydney on the Mooltan on 15 May 1915 
Above: 
This photo appeared in  
The British Australasian on  
1 July 1915, and shows most 
of the nursing staff of No 3 
Australian General Hospital. 
Anne Donnell, one of the 
nurses photographed, noted 
in a letter dated 30 June “… 
we had our photos taken 
at 10am in indoor uniform 
on the steps of the British 
Museum…” Florence James-
Wallace appears second from 
right in the back row.
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with other members of the hospital 
staff. They arrived in England on 27 
June, expecting to be posted to France. 
However, on 1 July, the commanding 
officer of the hospital, Colonel T H Fiaschi, 
was informed that they would instead be 
deployed to Mudros, on the Greek island 
of Lemnos, where they would nurse the 
sick and injured troops fighting in the 
Gallipoli campaign. Lemnos was only 
50 miles from the fighting, whereas the 
hospitals in Egypt were over 650 miles 
away, a journey of 1 ½ days. 
Florence compiled two albums of 
photographs with images of Egypt, Lemnos 
and Gallipoli, which are now part of the 
Fryer Library collection. We can be fairly 
certain that some of the photos were 
taken by Savage; he was a photographer 
by trade, and the Mitchell Library in 
Sydney holds a photograph album of his 
titled “Photographs of the Third Australian 
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Top: 
The male personnel of the 
hospital arrived on Lemnos 
on 29 July 1915 to find the 
ship carrying all the supplies 
for the hospital, including the 
tents, had not arrived. The 
men slept on the ground in 
the open for approximately  
a week, as this photo shows.
Bottom: 
Marquees such as these 
were found in an ordnance 
store and hastily erected 
before the nurses 
disembarked from the ships 
on 7 and 8 August. However, 
there were still no beds or 
medical supplies to treat 
the wounded who began to 
arrive on 9 August.
General Hospital at Lemnos, Egypt and 
Brighton (Eng.)”, 1915-1917 (PXE 698). 
These photographs illustrate the various 
aspects of life on Lemnos, both for the 
hospital staff and the men they treated,  
as well as the life of the villagers who called 
the island home. 
The male hospital staff arrived at 
Mudros on 29 July, only to find the ship 
Ascot, carrying all the hospital supplies, 
including their tents, had not arrived. The 
nurses’ ship arrived on 5 August, to find 
that the Ascot had still not arrived, and 
that the male personnel were sleeping on 
the ground in the open. Some marquees 
that had been found in an ordnance store 
were erected and the nurses disembarked 
in two groups on 7 and 8 August. 200 
patients, wounded and sick from the 
Peninsula, had been admitted by breakfast 
on 9 August. Four days later, there were 
over 800 patients. The following extracts 
from the diary of Grace Wilson, Matron of 
3AGH, illustrate the difficulties of the first 
few weeks:
(9 August) Found 150 patients lying on 
the ground – no equipment whatever – 
did best we could-have tents ourselves 
but no beds or mattresses. Had no water 
to drink or wash. 
(10 August) Still no water, had some 
tea, could not wash or brush teeth – had 
a bathe but water is very dirty. Convoy 
arrived at night & used up all our private 
things, soap etc, tore up clothes etc. 
(11 August) Convoy arrived, about 400 
– no equipment whatever – Just laid the 
men on the ground, and gave them a 
drink. Very many badly shattered, nearly 
all stretcher cases. …Tents were erected 
over them as quickly as possible… All 
we can do is feed them and dress their 
wounds… A good many died... It is just 
too awful – one could never describe the 
scenes – could only wish all I know to be 
killed outright.1
The Ascot eventually arrived on 22 August.
So what exactly do the images illustrate 
about life on Lemnos? James-Wallace’s 
album has a picture captioned “Australians 
from Anzac”, showing a line of troops 
wading through water on their way to a 
line of tents in the distance. This matches 
1  Quoted in Jan Bassett, Guns and Brooches: Australian 
Army Nursing from the Boer War to the Gulf War (Melbourne: 
Oxford University Press, 1992), 46.
with a contemporary account from Lance 
Corporal Archibald Barwick who was 
serving at Gallipoli:
We were landed about 11 o’clock  
[c.11 September 1915] that morning… 
As we passed the hospital… I heard one 
nurse say “poor fellows they look more 
fit for the hospital than anything else” 
and she was right. Half of them knocked 
up before they got round to the camp. 
On the way over we had to cross a long 
arm of the sea a sort of backwater. It 
was a short cut so you can bet we went 
across it though it was up to our thighs 
in places.2 
The Sarpi Rest Camp had only just been 
established as a place for the tired Anzacs 
to rest and recover before being sent back 
to the trenches.
2  “Lance Corporal Archibald Barwick and the Island 
of Lemnos,” Visit Gallipoli, http://www.anzacsite.gov.
au/5environment/nurses/barwick-diary.html
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Top: 
This photo dates from 
after the arrival of the 
ship carrying the hospital’s 
supplies on 22 August.  
The tents shown here were 
the accommodation for 
the nurses, but the whole 
hospital, including the 
operating theatre and wards, 
was housed in similar tents. 
It was intended that the 
hospital be housed in huts, 
but these were completed 
only just before the end of 
the Gallipoli campaign when 
the hospitals were being 
transferred off the island.
Bottom: 
The Sarpi rest camp was 
established on Lemnos in 
early September 1915. As 
Lance Corporal Archibald 
Barwick wrote in his diary: 
“On the way over we had to 
cross a long arm of the sea 
a sort of backwater. It was a 
short cut so you can bet we 
went across it though it was 
up to our thighs in places.”
Other photos in the albums show the 
layout of the hospital and some of the 
facilities. The hospital was supposed to be 
housed in huts, but in reality they were 
finished only just before the abandonment 
of the Gallipoli campaign, so for most 
of their time on the island, the staff and 
patients were housed in tents. These were 
not suitable for conditions on the island, 
where winds were harsh and constant, 
especially coming into the winter months, 
and heavy dews would cause the tents 
to tear. On several occasions, tents blew 
down, as described by Sister Louise Young:
… hardly a night or day did not 
pass that a tent did not collapse 
somewhere... I don’t think that I shall 
ever get over my dread of wind again, 
night after night, every bit of canvas 
creaking, shaking & straining & your 
mind always wondering which would 
collapse next.3
When 3AGH first started admitting 
patients, the majority were wounded 
men from the August offensive, and it 
was these patients the hospital had been 
set up for, with operating theatres and 
surgeons on the staff. In later months, 
3  Quoted in Bassett, Guns and Brooches, 48.
nearly all the patients were ill with either 
dysentery or paratyphoid. The staff of 
the hospital also fell ill, though the nurses 
suffered less, probably by practising better 
hygiene. In late November and December, 
the casualties changed again – troops 
were caught in freezing weather on the 
Peninsula without adequate clothing, and 
many were admitted to the hospitals on 
Lemnos suffering from severe frostbite.
The last Australians were evacuated 
from Gallipoli on the night of 19/20 
December, and many spent Christmas on 
Lemnos while waiting for further orders. 
The whole evacuation of allied troops 
took three weeks. In spite of earlier 
predictions that up to half the remaining 
forces could be killed, the evacuations 
were so well planned that there were 
minimal casualties, which was a relief to 
the hospital staff who had been prepared 
for casualties. With the end of the Gallipoli 
campaign, the hospitals on Lemnos were 
disbanded. Florence James-Wallace and 
her fellow nurses boarded the hospital ship 
Oxfordshire on 14 January, and sailed out 
of the harbour at Mudros on 17 January, 
bound for Egypt.
In spite of the hardships and difficulties, 
the nurses were aware they had 
experienced something quite new and 
different, and that there were aspects of 
life on the island which they would miss:
We have just seen the last of Lemnos.  
Of course we are glad, yet there 
are many things we will miss; the 
unconventional freedom and the unique 
experiences we had there… Goodbye 
Lemnos. We take away many happy 
memories of you. I would not have liked 
to miss you, yet I have no desire to see 
you again.4
3AGH was re-established at Abbassia 
in Egypt in early 1916 in an old harem, 
where it operated for approximately 
eight months. The staff then operated 
the Kitchener War Hospital at Brighton, 
England from October 1916 before 
moving to Abbeville, France, from May 
1917.
Florence James Wallace went on to 
serve in Egypt, England and France with 
3AGH, at times also serving with other 
4  Anne Donnell, Letters of an Australian Army Sister 
(Sydney: Angus & Robertson Ltd, 1920), 76-77.
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medical units including the 1st Australian 
Auxiliary Hospital, the 2nd Australian 
General Hospital, and the No 61 British 
Casualty Clearing Station. She was 
awarded the 1914-15 Star, The British 
War Medal and the Victory Medal. Albert 
William Savage remained with the hospital 
until 1917 when he transferred to the 
Australian Flying Corps. Both returned to 
Australia at the end of the war, Savage with 
his English bride, Mary Phyllis Tompsett, 
whom he married on 30 October 1918. 
Perhaps the last word on the Australian 
nurses of Lemnos should be left to Lance 
Corporal Archibald Barwick, whose diary 
has also been quoted in this article:
What a relief and pleasure it was to see 
the girls of our land after six months of 
roughing it at Anzac. They made the 
place look quite bright with their pretty 
uniforms. They were bricks to stick at 
Mudros like they did for I can tell you 
they had some rough times there… Their 
Left: 
Oodgeroo Noonuccal 
and Kathleen Cochrane in 
conversation
in memoriam
Fryer Library staff were saddened to 
hear of the death in February this year of 
Kathleen (Kathie) Cochrane. Kathie was 
the biographer of Oodgeroo Noonuccal, 
and library staff remember her and her 
husband Bob spending many hours in Fryer 
Library working through the Oodgeroo 
Noonuccal papers. The book Oodgeroo was 
published in 1994. In 1996 Kathie Cochrane 
deposited in Fryer Library papers 
associated with the writing of the book, 
including the correspondence between her 
and Judith Wright. This further enhanced 
the library’s rich and unique archive of 
Oodgeroo Noonuccal material.
Kathie was born in 1923. In 1958, she 
and her husband Bob were among the 
original members of the Queensland 
Council for the Advancement of Aborigines 
and Torres Strait Islanders. They visited 
Kath Walker, as she was then known, with 
the hope of persuading her to become 
a member. Kath Walker did join this 
organisation, later becoming its secretary, 
and a long friendship between Kathie 
Cochrane and Oodgeroo Noonuccal 
was born. Kathie wrote in her book, 
‘Oodgeroo and I grew old together’.
As well as being a friend of Oodgeroo, 
Kathie was the wife of Bob, a mother, 
and a teacher. She was the first president 
of the Remedial and Support Teachers 
Association of Queensland. She also 
became a Senior Tutor at the Fred and 
Eleanor Schonell Special Education 
Research Centre, The University of 
Queensland, working there from 1974 
until her retirement in 1988. A number of 
her books on educational issues are held 
by The University of Queensland Library.
first thought was for 
the sick and wounded 
men and they looked 
after them splendidly. 
One cannot praise 
our nurses too highly. 
They were bonzer 
girls.5
Selected photos from 
the James-Wallace 
albums can be viewed 
online at http://
espace.library.uq.edu.
au/list.php?collection_pid=UQ:657
PENNY WHITEWAY is a librarian at the 
Fryer Library.
5  “Lance Corporal Archibald Barwick and the Island 
of Lemnos,” Visit Gallipoli, http://www.anzacsite.gov.
au/5environment/nurses/barwick-diary.html
Above: The tents housing the hospital staff and patients were inadequate for the 
job. The hospital’s location was windy, especially coming into the winter months, 
and tents would collapse regularly. The tents would also tear under the weight of 
the heavy dews experienced on Lemnos. This photo shows two nurses standing 
amid the wreckage of their tent, and two men helping to clean up.
Above: 
Kathleen Cochrane
